Free tissue transfer in the treatment of linear scleroderma.
Linear scleroderma is a subtype of localized scleroderma that most commonly affects children. The disease is rare, and the course is unpredictable. Most cases spontaneously resolve in 3-5 years. A small number, however, slowly progress to involve deeper subcutaneous tissues, muscles, and periosteum. Subsequent joint contractures and gross disturbances are frequent. Little on treatment is recorded in the literature. We report on four children who, in addition to bony procedures and release of joint and ligamentous contractures, had excision of the diseased skin and free soft-tissue transfer for coverage.